'IRAQ,
proposals,1 put forward on October I5th by the Cabinet
Committee composed of the Ministers of Finance, Defence and
Education. The British counter-proposals made in early
December did not satisfy the 'Iraqis. When the High Com-
missioner indicated that H.B.M. Government had said its
last word, 'Abdul Muhsin Beg sent his resignation to the King,
January soth, 1929, stating that he considered his honour
pledged to that course. On the same day the Taqaddam Party
met and, approving of their president's action, agreed to
support no Prime Minister pledged to accept the Treaty.
Although King Faisal approached the High Commissioner
the following day, January sist, pointing out that unless
concessions could be made no Government could be found to
take office, the High Commissioner was unperturbed. He
declared that the British proposals were final.
So violently opposed was public opinion to the Treaty and
the Agreements, that no Prime Minister could be persuaded to
take office until more than three months had elapsed. On
April 28th, Tauflq Beg as-Suwaidi undertook to form a
Ministry, on the understanding that his programme would not
include the Treaty or Agreements,3 In the meantime, Sir
Gilbert Clayton had arrived as High Commissioner in Baghdad,
March 3rd, Sir Henry Dobbs having left Baghdad, February
3rd, on his retirement from service.
The Declaration of September xflh, 1929
The advent of the second Labour Government facilitated a
change in British policy towards clraq no less than towards
Egypt? exemplified in the announcement of a new Anglo-
1 Among these were: i. Immediate assumption by' Iraq of internal and external
defence; a* British control of the army to be relinquished; 3. Amendments to
the Articles concerning the command of mixed British and 'Iraq forces; 4.
Immunities and freedom from customs dues now enjoyed by the forces of
H.M. Government in 'Iraq to be abolished.
8 Cf. Report... on Administration of 'Iraq, 1929 (Colonial No* 55, 1930),
p. ii.